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ASB honours 2013 Farm Women of the Year
Women celebrate the 30th Anniversary
of the Farm Women’s Conference

The 30th Anniversary of the Farm Women’s
Conference was an occasion to reflect on the past,
reward the present and look to the future.
A great lineup of speakers, the company of over
120 rural women and the presentation of two
Farm Woman of the Year awards helped recognize
farm women for all they do for their families,
communities and society.
The event is hosted each year in February
and is hosted by the Athabasca County
Agricultural Service Board (ASB) and
organized by the Farm Women’s Conference
Planning Committee.
Virginia Ramsum, who continues to work
alongside her husband to cultivate a successful
family farm near Atmore, is the recipient of the
2013 Pioneer Farm Woman of the Year award.
Virginia takes immense pride in her farm and keeps
including cows, goats, chickens, turkeys, geese and ducks. She actively
assists in all farm operations and can even be found alongside her
husband hunting, trapping and fishing.
Described in her nomination package as being dedicated to her family
and going above and beyond in her responsibilities, Virginia was praised
for rolling up her sleeves and making the most of farm life.
She cooks and bakes using products grown and raised right on the
family farm such as vegetables, fruit and hand-milled wheat. Yogurt,
cheese, butter, preserves, fruit leather, dehydrated fruit, wine from wild
berries are all prepared for her family and friends to enjoy. She also takes
pride in making organic toothpaste, soap, shampoo and essential oil.

The 2013 Modern Farm Woman of the Year is Tracy
Morey from the Rochester area.
Involved in 4-H from a very young age she had
a very successful 4-H career with many champion
ribbons for her steer, heifer and cow/calf projects.
After graduating high school she attained
her Animal Health Technician Certificate
from Lakeland College, where she met
husband David. Tracy then completed
a degree in elementary eduation at the
University of Alberta and married in 1988.
The couple soon started a Black Angus
herd on a farm they purchased near
Mayerthorpe.
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Athabasca County Council approved
the resources to implement its vision
and continue to provide a high level of
service to County ratepayers.

Over the years they expanded the farm
from 60 Holstein cows to 270 purebread
Jerseys and 800 head of livestock in 2013.
They also expanded the size of their farm
to 3,000 acres of pasture and crop land.
In the spring of 1992 the couple moved to the Morey family
farm near Rochester and Tracy began teaching at Rochester
School. The first of their two children was born in 1994 and Tracy
switched to work full time on the farm and raise their family.
Today Tracy is the Manager of the Dairy Barn, milks on a regular basis
and is responsible for the feeding of the young calves (anywhere from
20-50 at a time). She manages all employees, regulating their daily
assignments, does all the book-keeping and payroll for the farm and
takes an active part in all of the farm’s cropping activities.
Among her community engagements, Tracy remains involved with 4-H
after 11 years, has been a member of the Jersey West Board, volunteers
as a Green Certificate Tester every year and continues to share her
passion for agriculture with youth of the region.

The Wandering River Regional Water Pipeline
and Reservoir Design Build has received awards
from two separate organizations.
The first award was from the Canadian
Engineering Association (CEA) who presented
the Design Build Team consisting of Graham
Construction, M. Pidherney’s Trucking, Stantec
Consulting, Associated Engineering and Athabasca
County with an Award of Excellence on February 6,
2014.
The second award was a Project of the Year
Award presented by the Alberta Public Works

Association to the Design Build Team at a County
Council meeting on March 11, 2014.
The Wandering River regional waterline project
was seen as being unique for a number of reasons:
• It was the first regional water project in Alberta
completed under a Design-Build delivery model;
• It’s the world’s longest directional drilled fusible
polyvinyl chloride pipe (FPVC) system;
• Ninety-five percent of the 88 km system was
installed using directional drilling.
In addition to the water transmission pipeline,
a system flushing program was developed and
implemented to replace the water in all of the
municipalities serviced by the Aspen Regional
Water Services Commission (ARWSC).

Athabasca County
at the centre of it all

www.athabascacounty.com

During the design and construction of
the project the water treatment plant was
undergoing modifications to switch the
system over to chloraminated water providing
disinfection over a longer period of time. This
was of particular importance to the system
given the extensive pipeline length.
Also of note is the creation of a new
reservoir, pumping station and truck fill
in Wandering River as part of the project.
The reservoir serves 70 residences near the
community.
The project was completed in just 13
months, ending in October 2012. Ownership
of the water distribution line has since been
turned over from the County to the Athabasca
Regional Water Services Commission.
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Wandering River Pipeline/Reservoir wins pair of awards

While the primary goal of the
project was to provide a safe and
reliable water source for residents,
innovation helped it succeed.
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The 2014 Budget approval followed
a series of budget planning sessions
to determine strategic priorities
while considering which programs
and services County ratepayers have
grown to rely on.
Maintaining and improving road
infrastructure remains a priority
of the County. The Public Works
budget allocation continues Council’s
commitment to support the needs
of residents and the demands of
agriculture, industry and commerce.
The Agriculture Service Board
budget follows through on Council’s
commitment to support and promote
agricultural programs/activities while
meeting the needs of residents and
producers.
Protecting people and property is
an important objective for Council. The
Protective Services budget continues
to support the County’s nine fire
departments with both infrastructure
and equipment, as well as funding for
emergency service responses along
Highway 63.
Through its Community Services
budget, Athabasca County continues
to promote tourism and economic
development through the Municipal
Tax Rebate Program.
Additionally, the new FCSS building
will be completed, rural addressing
is moving forward and upgrades to
campgrounds will take place.
Continued on Page 3.
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WANDERING RIVER WATER PIPELINE/RESERVOIR PROJECT AWARDED - Amber Mitchell, project coordinator Stantec (left) presents a
2014 Consulting Engineers of Alberta Showcase Award of Excellence to Director of Infrastructure Services, Brian Adamkewicz and County
Reeve, Dorise Splane. The County was also presented with a Alberta Public Works Association (APWA) Project of the Year Award by
president of the Association Dean Berrecloth. SEE A FULL STORY ON PAGE 4.

Rural addressing moves ahead this year

Six-digit rural addressing signs
have become the standard for
most municipalities in Alberta and
Athabasca County will follow suit.

County Council approved rural addressing as
part of its 2014 Budget and County Staff are already
working on a plan to implement the program this
year.
On March 12, 2014 Athabasca County Council
passed Bylaw 3-2014 paving the way for a new
addressing system in the municipality.
Although rural addressing will help visitors
and deliveries find and reach your home, they
are primarily being put in place for emergency
responders to quickly find rural properties in times
of medical urgency.
This is why the all rural addressing signs will be
standardized in colour and reflective properties

and will physically be placed in the same location
alongside entrances to developed properties.
How are rural addresses created? Athabasca
County assigns the rural addresses and work has
already been done to assign numbers to preexisting developments in the municipality.
In many ways they resemble addresses in a
town or city, however, instead of using the streets
and avenues as the basis for addressing, rural
addresssing uses the township and range road grid
system.
While legal land locations can identify a specific
parcel of land, rural addresses pinpoint the access
to your home or business off a range road, township
road or highway.
Only properties under development, or those
which have residences or businesses on them, will
require the installation of a rural addressing sign.
Continued on Page 2.
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